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Dear Gethsemane Friends, 

 Reprinted from the annual report-  

I want to take a few moments and reflect on the year just finished which has been a good time for the Parish and for 

me as your rector. 

Our attendance has continued to increase, now for the third straight year.  Last year we averaged 92, up from 78 in 

2010 and 66 in 2009.  We continue to benefit from the presence of young families, and our Sunday School program 

continues to thrive.  This last has been a particular high point, with a fine curriculum and excellent teachers in place. 

We continue to minister to our neighborhood through our Lunch Box program which has also proven to be a good 

way to integrate new people into the church.  Please see the report prepared by Tammi Cunningham for details.  As 

part of the Lunch Box now, our prayer ministry continues.  At Gethsemane, anyone coming for food can also ask for 

prayer.  We have a small team of people who will listen to them and offer prayers on their behalf. 

At the parish level, we have seen consolidation of events begun in 2010.  Our womenôs prayer group meets twice a 

month in the Seekers House.  They have small numbers, but they are powerful in prayer.  We have continued a book 

study for college students meeting in the Parish Hall before the 10:00 service. 

My discretionary fund, provided through your offerings, continues to be a resource for people and families.  I have 

largely stopped buying groceries and now provide funds for prescriptions for people in the neighborhood.  There are 

other sources for food, and I can serve more people through prescription purchases. 

We have maintained our involvement with local universities.  I teach one class of U. S. history at Taylor.  During Holy 

Week our Seekers House hosted about a dozen Taylor students who spent their spring break learning about and doing 

ministry to the poor.  This will continue in 2012.  Plans are being laid to make more use of the Seekers House through 

the possible beginning of an intentional community made up of recent college graduates. 

Dusty and Natalie Fecht remain in North Carolina where Dusty will complete his M.Div. in the spring.  On December 

21st he was ordained to the diaconate, and we anticipate his priesthood ordination this year.  Josh Molnar is continuing 

the process for ordination to the diaconate.  Dr. Amy Peeler is in the priesthood process. 

Our income has improved, but remains an area of concern.  We have 37 pledges as I write this, a decline from last 

year, for $87,000, also slightly reduced from 2011.  As you can see from the annual report of the Trust, we continue to 

draw on it for budget support, last year in the amount of $35,000.  This is not an ideal situation, but hope remains for 

the future in the overall increase in our attendance. 

I want to again credit the fine leadership exercised by the wardens and vestry of Gethsemane.  It is a pleasure to work 

with such an excellent group of mature Christians.  I would also extend this compliment to the parish generally.  It is 

impossible to come here as a visitor and be ignored, and no one is isolated at the coffee hour or at other parish func-

tions. 

We had ten baptisms in 2011, and eleven confirmations.   These are the highest numbers weôve had since Iôve been 

here. 

Let me close by remembering those who went to be with God in 2011:  Virginia Coan, Carl Gray, Karol Coryea and 

Libby Coombs.  Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

In Christôs service, 

 

Jim+      

 

Prayer List 

Urgent Need:  Paul Meyer, Jason Hutlen, Kathleen Hutlen, , Pastor David Rushton, Philip Yeakle, Jennifer Miller, Rob 
Webb, Andy Shuck, Victoria Castanon, John Shively, John Lindley, Carol Powers, Becky Kaymeyer, Helen Dimick, Mike 
Roorbach, Grey Bell, Velma Edwards, and Katryna Dwojak . 
 
Long-Term: Rt. Rev. Tom Ray, Sheila Rix, Tammi Cunningham, Clara Lytle, Jim Molnar, Leona Atkinson, Shelley Clark, 
Stephanie Rushton, Lisa Rogers, Lorene Bonta, Tom Esra, Renee Jones, Anna Toler, Elsa Schultz, Darlene Glass, Patti 
Esra, Elwin Young, Barbara Stewart, and Susan Garrtland.                                

 
Military: Jason Dailey, Kyle Kirkpatrick, Brian Ancil, Aaron Croussore, Jesse Fordyce, Gary Fordyce, Mark Seymour, 
Bill Williams, Jacob Wright, Chris Wilson, Shannon Melendez, Eric Christopher Ross, Jim Chapin, and Leontha Eagle-
son. 

February Birthdays 

03-Philip Sisson, 04-Margaret Sisson, 08-Tracy Gray, 09-Kathy Satterlee, 11-Ashley Miltenberger, 12-
Jaron Simpson, 16-Libby Medley, 18-Robert Medley, 18-Katie Smith, 19- Sheila Rix, 21-Madeline Cramer, 
23-Frances Spurgeon, 24-Abigail Burden, 27-Jane Cramer, 27-Brandon Jacob, 28-Kathy Holloway, 28-
Carol Powers, 28-Anna Burden 

                                                                   February Anniversaries 
    05-Jeff & Teri McHenry 

February Reader ScheduleFebruary Reader Schedule  
 

February 5, 2012 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. Reader/Chalice: Karen Wood 

10:00 a.m. OT: Sue Munn    

                   NT: Rukshan Fernando    

                   Intercessor: Josh Molnar 

                   Chalice: Amy Peeler & Tim Webb 

 

February 12, 2012 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. Reader/Chalice: Susan Roger 

10:00 a.m. OT: Pat Smith 

                   NT: Jane Cramer 

                   Intercessor: John Holloway 

                   Chalice: Josh Molnar & Bill Munn 

 

February 19, 2012 Last Sunday after Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. Reader/Chalice: Karen Wood  

10:00 a.m.  OT: Jeff Cramer   

                   NT: Amy Peeler 

                   Intercessor: Josh Molnar 

                   Chalice: Teri McHenry & Aimee Molnar 

 

February 26, 2012 First Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. Reader/Chalice: Susan Rogers  

10:00 a.m.  OT: Sara Scheunemann  

                   NT: Jim Brunner 

                   Intercessor: Kresha Warnock 

                   Chalice: Amy Peeler & Thom Satterlee 

February Acolyte Schedule 

 
February 5, 2012 

Crucifer: Sheumais McHenry 

Server:    Dory Brunner 

 

February 12, 2012 

            Crucifer: Madeline Cramer 

 Server:  Amy Peeler 

 

February 19, 2012 

           Crucifer: Hagan McHenry  

           Server: Bill Munn 

 

February 26, 2012 

           Crucifer: Ethan Cramer  

           Server: Josh Molnar 

 

 

Coffee Hour servers for February 
 

5- Abby Burden & Shannon & Josh LeMasters 

12- Scott & Sherri Sharlow 

19-Alice & Frank Butterworth 

26- Barb Stewart & Tammi Cunningham 



This and That 

Katie Fluhrer resigned as church treasurer recently. 

She has been treasurer since the 1970ôs. She was 

honored at the Annual Meeting on Jan, 15, 2012 

and presented a portrait to be placed on the Parish 

House wall along with the other portraits of the 

priests, bishops, etc.  

Kate has been a member of Gethsemane since 

1943, has been active on the altar guild, E.C.W, 

and many other activities in the church.  

Also Helenann Jefferson has moved to the Ft. 

Wayne in November. She and her deceased hus-

band Jeff, have been active in the church for years. 

We will miss her. She will be near her son, Don & 

Family.  

Helen Dimick is now in rehab at Millerôs Merry 

Manor after surgery. We hope you have a speedy 

recovery, Helen and will be back among us soon. 

At the Annual Meeting Jim Brunner and Brent 

Maher were elected as Vestry men to replace 

Karen Wood and Josh Molnar. 

Submitted by Frances Spurgeon      

Food Basket Donations 

We are asking members of the parish to 

donate food items to the food basket in 

the back of the church each Sunday. 

Karen Wood will collect the food in the basket at 

the end of the month and take it to the Grant 

County Rescue Mission.  Please place non-

perishable items such as cereals, macaroni/cheese 

and canned goods since they will only be collected 

once a month.  Any questions please contact Karen 

Wood.  

Prayer Group 

The Gethsemane women's prayer group will meet 

on February 7 and 21 at 7:00 pm in the Seeker 

House. If you've been thinking about coming but 

haven't made it yet, February 21 might be a good 

first time. Come for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Dinner in the Fellowship Hall first and then join us 

for prayer. 

          Mardi Gras  
Find your Mardi Gras Mask! Itôs that 

time of year - The big celebration be-

fore Lent. 

Please join us for a night of FUN with live music, 

great food, and lotôs of games and dancing. This 

night is for kids of ALL ages!  The festivities are 

at Gethsemane on Saturday, February 18th from 

5:30 -8:30 pm.  Tickets will be on 

sale each Sunday starting Jan 29th at 

Coffee Hour. Please see Aimee 

Molnar or Jane Cramer for tickets. 
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 A Letter from the Bishop  

 Dear brothers and sisters,  
Sometimes a new venture begins with an apparent acci-

dent.  Such may well be the case with the Calumet Episco-

pal Ministry Partnership. 

About a year ago, three contiguous churches simultane-

ously found themselves without a permanent priest ï St. 

Barnabasô, Gary; St. Timothyôs, Griffith; and St. Paulôs, 

Munster.  Nothing nefarious was going on.  In two cases, 

the priest took a call to another parish, and in one the priest 

retired.  But the result, in any case, meant that we suddenly 

faced the challenge of finding priestly ministry for three 

small, neighboring congregations.  Mere coincidence?  Or 

is there (I couldnôt help wondering) an opportunity in this 

apparent accident of timing?  It was a question worth ask-

ing. 

And so, last January 25, representatives from the three 

parishes gathered for an open-ended conversation.  Is this a 

time, I asked, for St. Barnabasô, St. Timothyôs, and St. 

Paulôs to seek a deeper unity?  Can the three parishes work 

together in a way that enhances each of them and, at the 

same time, draws them closer together?  We didnôt come 

up with an answer that night; but the representatives 

agreed to put the question to their vestries. 

All three vestries agreed to enter formal conversation, and 

formed a task force made up of representatives from each 

church.  Canon SuzeAnne Silla provided counsel and re-

sources throughout the process.  For the next several 

months, the tri-parish task forced talked and prayed and 

dreamed, asking the question:  ñIs the Spirit leading us to 

share our life together in a new way?ò  There was never a 

question of merger.  Each parish has its own culture and 

gifts, not to mention an important place in our diocesan 

ñmixò.  In time, the task force began to shape a vision for 

the future ï a vision in which each parish retained its 

unique identity yet shared resources and personnel with the 

other three.  They articulated the vision with these words:  

ñOne church in three locations, focusing on youth, Chris-

tian formation, and mission.ò  Over time, the vestries and 

then the congregations as a whole embraced the vision.  

The new venture will be called the Calumet Episcopal 

Ministry Partnership.  

A Lead Priest will serve all three parishes, assisted by sev-

eral retired and bi-vocational priests as a clergy team.   

On any given Sunday, the Lead Priest will celebrate the 

Eucharist in two of the three congregations, with the assist-

ing priests taking turns to cover the third.  The task force 

made a very important decision as they worked on the com-

plex logistical and financial arrangements:  that although 

the three parishes are of different size, and thus will put 

different amounts of money in the common stipend ñpot,ò 

the Lead Priest will divide his time between parishes not 

according to financial contribution, but according to pas-

toral need.  The Partnership opens the door to cooperative 

ministry, sharing of programs, and the potential of develop-

ing a common mission strategy in the Calumet region.  Our 

diocesan core values ï 

¶ A passion for the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

¶ A heart for the lost 

¶ A willingness to do whatever it takes 

A commitment to one another 

ï can take on new and energizing shape as St. Barnabasô, 

St. Timothyôs, and St. Paulôs seek the heart of Jesus to-

gether. 

Deacon Mike Dwyer, who currently assists at St. Christo-

pherôs, Crown Point, has been called to be the Lead Priest.  

When he is ordained to the priesthood on March 3, the 

Calumet Episcopal Ministry Partnership will officially be-

gin.  Already, however, Deacon (soon to be Father) Mike is 

making connections in all three congregations, and provid-

ing leadership as the Partnership gets ready to start.  This 

past Sunday I visited one of the Partnership parishes ï St. 

Barnabasô, Gary ï and there I experienced a palpable sense 

of joy and anticipation. 

More than 500 years before the birth of Jesus, God spoke to 

the people of Israel about an exciting and completely unex-

pected development.  ñI am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?ò (Isaiah 43:19).  God 

was proclaiming that the Israelites, languishing in exile in 

Babylon, would soon return home to Jerusalem.  The Calu-

met Episcopal Ministry Partnership ï not, perhaps, quite as 

dramatic as Godôs intervention in Babylon ï is a decidedly 

ñnew thingò in our diocese, an adventure in mission and 

ministry.  Please pray for these three parishes as they begin 

this new phase of their life together.  A new bud springs 

forth.  May the Spirit guide and strengthen the Partnership 

for the glory of Jesus!  

Yours in Christ,  

 



Camp New Happenings: How You Can Help 
 

Sunday, February 19th is Camp New Happenings Sunday. The Bishop has asked parishes to take 

up a collection for this life-changing ministry to the children of prisoners. $250 will provide a 

scholarship for a child to attend. By joining with other members of your parish, you could make 

that happen! The camp also needs medical doctors to perform physicals for campers who could not 

afford it otherwise. 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 
 

Next year, the Bishop will be leading another pil-

grimage to the Holy Land following Ash Wednes-

day. Brochures and registration materials are avail-

able on the diocesan website. For more informa-

tion, please contact Canon Silla in the diocesan 

office. She would be happy to put you in touch 

with those who made the pilgrimage in 2011 so 

that you can speak with them about their experi-

ence. 

 

Event at Goshen College 

 

Ted & Company Theater Works is coming to 

Goshen from February 8th through the 10th. Ted 

Swartz is passionate about bringing thought-

provoking storytelling to the stage and incorpo-

rates theater and comedy into biblical storytelling, 

often speaking on issues of faith and social justice. 

 

Ted & Co. will present three evening shows at 7 

PM (EST). Tickets for the evening shows cost $5 for 

individual tickets or $10 for the whole family and 

are available from the Goshen College Welcome 

Center by calling (574) 535-7566. Tickets will also 

be available at the door of each show. 

Bishop & Diocesan Calendar for February  

February 3-4  

  Congregational Development Institute at   

  Lindenwood Conference & Retreat Center 

February 3 

  12:05 PM (EST) Holy Eucharist at the Cathedral 

February 3 

  5:00 PM (EST) St. Albanôs 50th Anniversary 

February 5 

  Visitation to St. Paulôs, Munster 

February 7 

  Office closed ï Staff Retreat 

February 10-12 

  Colloquy of the Northern Indiana School of  

  Theology 

February 10 

  Howe School Board of Trustees 

February 11 

  10:00 AM (EST) Diocesan Council 

February 12 

  Visitation to St. Christopherôs, Crown Point 

February 19 

  St. Margaretôs House Winter Walk 

February 19 

  Camp New Happenings Sunday 

February 19 

  Visitation to St. Augustineôs, Gary 

February 25 

  10:00 AM (EST) Social Outreach Committee 

February 26 

  Visitation to Christ the King, Huntington 

February 28 

  12:00 PM (EST) Standing Committee 

February 28 

  4:00 PM (EST) Youth Advisory Board 

Looking Ahead: March 3 

  Ordination of the Rev. Deacon Michael Dwyer 

to the Priesthood at St. Paulôs, Munster  

 

 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 
 

5:30 pm 
Holy Eucharist  

Rite II with  
Healing 

2 3 4 
 

5 
 

8:00 am Rite I 
10:00 am Rite II 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 
7:00 pm - 8:30 
pm  Womenõs 
Prayer Group  

8 
 

5:30 pm 
Holy Eucharist  

Rite II with  
Healing 

 

9 10 11 

 

12 
 

8:00 am Rite I 
10:00 am Rite II   

 

 

13 

 
6:30 pm 

Vestry Meeting  

14 

 
 

15 

 
5:30 pm 

Holy Eucharist  
Rite II with  
Healing 

 

16 

 

17 18 
 

5:30 pmð 8:30 
Mardi Gras 

19 
  

8:00 am Rite I 
10:00 am Rite II 

 

20  21 
5:30 pm 

Shrove Tuesday  
7:00 pm - 8:30 
pm  Womenõs 
Prayer Group  

22 
6:30 am 

Noon 
6:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday 
Service  

23 24 

 

25 

26 
 

8:00 am Rite I 
10:00am  Rite II 

 

27 28 29 
 

5:30 pm 
Holy Eucharist  

Rite II with  
Healing 

   

       

 


